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The Catholic Press and its Future... 


HE Catholic Press of the United States must con- 
tinue the “splendid growth” it has enjoyed in 
recent years. 

However, it may have reached “an impenetrable bar- 
rier as to personnel, content and reader appeal,” unless 
it finds new financial resources. 

To that end, it should go out and get “our propor- 
tionate share of the advertising dollar upon which 
American journalism lives.” 

This was the counsel given by the Episcopal Chair- 
man of the N.C.W.C. Press Department to the 43rd an- 
nual convention of the Catholic Press Association of 
the United States, held in Atlantic City. The Episco- 
pal Chairman, Bishop Thomas K. Gorman, Coadjutor 
of Dallas, told the Catholic editors and publishers that 
“up to now we have not and do not get” that propor- 
tionate share of advertising outlay. “Nor shall we get 
that 20 per cent until we find some way to penetrate 
the advertising sound barrier.” 

“Only a very naive person would deny that money 
has a lot to do with what can be done in journalism. 
Additional revenue spells the difference between what 
we can now and what we would like to do. . .” 

“Where, then, do we go now?” the Bishop asked. 
“Shall we rest content to carry on monotonously at 
present levels or do we want to break through this sort 
of sound barrier in a potential wide, blue yonder and 
get the money to put the Catholic Press where it be- 
longs in the national scene? Is our press to become an 
adequate purveyor of news and views that mold public 
opinion in a democracy; that determine the nature 
of the public institutions under which we live; that 
mold the thinking of the majority? Or shall we rest 
content with something less, such as we have now?” 

Bishop Gorman said that 


mortar support, is one thing and needed of course, 
but support in the world of ideas is even more im- 
portant. These people of our own must be taught the 
gospel of sharing their advertising dollar with church 
publications.” 

Non-Catholic business tycoons “must be told that 
here is a way to sell their wares to a vast buying pub- 
lic’ at the same time that they give to an “organ 
whose aim is the preservation of the Christian, Amer- 
ican way of life a vastly extended audience.” 

The Catholic Press of this country has made vast 
strides and is a “splendid product” today. It is served 
by one of the world’s great news services, the Bishop 
declared. He added that the N.C.W.C. News Service 
is staffed by “professional lay journalists,” who “yield 
to none in the field of Catholic journalism in zeal and 
devotion to their profession and love of the Catholic 
cause.” He said this work requires such “a peculiar 
know-how,” that no one, no matter how competent 
professionally, would be qualified to head the service 
without some years of actual experience with it. 

“There presently exists neither need nor means for 
more than one Catholic news service,” the speaker told 
the association. ‘To support another, no matter what 
the motive, is to divide our resources, weaken our serv- 
ice and needlessly delay its development. Some of our 
papers, forgetful of our common interest, are now 
doing this.” 

“The clergy should not monopolize the field of 
Catholic journalism. This work needs a layman's 
touch. His point of view helps. To close off this ave- 
nue of opportunity from Catholic laymen and lay- 
women only deprives the Church of the zeal and skill 
of an army of devoted defenders of the Faith.” 

The Episcopal Chairman 





Catholic managers and Cath- 
olic men and women of great 
wealth “must be taught their 
responsibility to their own 
press and the cause it presents 
to the public.” “Brick and 


printers’ strike. 





The July and August issues of CATH- 
OLIC ACTION will be published as usual 
in one number going in the mails about 
July 15. The June issue is late due to a 


also advocated that Bishops 
and religious superiors, when 
they select a priest for journal- 
istic work, give him “adequate 
professional training and ex- 
perience. 
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Mothers in Industry” 


HERE is no doubt that the extent to which wom- 

en, married, single, widowed, divorced and 

separated, are entering the labor force is grow- 
ing. Most of us agree that it would be better other- 
wise, particularly in the case of mothers. We have 
periodically collected and disseminated facts and dis- 
cussed principles; but the trend goes on. Can it be 
that the facts do not get the attention they deserve? 
Can it be that our society lacks sufficient constructive 
embarrassment over the facts? 

Now, what's the ¢ruth about working mothers? 
There are approximately five and a quarter million 
mothers of children under 18 in our labor force. They 
constitute more than a fourth of all the women in the 
labor force and about a fourth of all mothers of such 
children. Today more than 2 million of our working 
mothers have children under school age. Of the five 
and a quarter million mothers who are working, over 
four million of them are living with their husbands. 
The rest are from the ranks of the widowed, divorced, 
or separated. Separation may be due to a number of 
things: husband in the service, away from home on 
business, in school, in an institution, et cetera. 

It has been estimated that it takes a minimum of 
between $3400 and $4200 a year for a man, his wife 
and two-plus children to live in a city. Ten million of 
our families have less than $2,000 a year; 8 million 
have less than $3,000 a year; another 7 million and 
more have less than $4,000 a year. And from 18% to 
20% of the wives of these families work. 

A number of private and public agencies have made 
surveys of the reasons why women work, and the most 
conservative estimate has been that over 80% of us, 
regardless of marital status, work because we need to. 
Most married women with children work to obtain 
sufficient cash for the family’s needs for food, clothing 
and shelter; or for more and better food, clothing and 
shelter; for education and home ownership; for special 
purposes such as improvements and appointments of 
the home, savings against old age, illness, loss or un- 
employment of the father, a car, and so forth. 

Over 90% of all working women report that they 
contribute regularly to family expenses. In 55% of 
the cases of married women, all earnings are contrib- 
uted to the family. In general, working women con- 
tribute at least one-third of their earnings to the fam- 
ily. Clearly, then, the economic contribution of women 

* Given at the 21st annual convention of the National Conference 


on Family Life, held at Philadelphia, March 16-18, 1953. Miss Kelly 
is field secretary of the Social Action Department, N.C.W.C. 
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in family groups, whether from mothers or from 
daughters, or from both, is considerable. 

The days of “pin money” and “psychic satisfaction” 
drives are either gone or numbered. It has become a 
well-established custom for daughters to enter em- 
ployment after they leave school. Of course, women 
have always worked, in one way or another. Married 
or single, childless or prolific, they all used to help 
raise and prepare the food, clothing and shelter of the 
family. But we no longer live in such an economy. 
We must buy from others most of the things we need. 

When we women do venture forth, 20% of us find 
our way into factories; 27% into offices, about 10% 
into the professions and about 8% into sales. The rest 
become service and farm workers, managers, officials, 
proprietors, craftsmen and laborers. We are about 
30% of the entire labor force of 61 and 1/4 million of 
people over 14; and about a third of the women of 
the country. 

On the whole, we women make less than men. Our 
earnings vary widely with occupation, experience, 
locality, period of time, method of pay, and other in- 
fluences. There are laws to protect us. For instance, 
43 states limit our working hours; 24 states set a 
maximum 8-hour day, 48-hour week or less ; 24 limit 
the employment of women at night; 26 set minimum 
wages for women; and 24 limit the employment of 
women in specified dangerous or injurious occupa- 
tions. But only 13 states demand equal pay for wom- 
en; and only 6 prohibit the employment of women 
immediately before or after childbirth. 

The gaps in protective legislation do not always 
indicate that women are not protected, however. 
Maternity protection, for instance, has been achieved 
chiefly through industrial plans sponsored by em- 
ployers and organized labor rather than through 
legislation. 

The Women’s Bureau of the U. S. Department of 
Labor has found that many unions do not keep sepa- 
rate records of woman membership, but that estimates 
indicate about 3 and 1/4 million women are in unions. 
Approximately 25% of the entire labor force in the 
United States is organized. Clerical workers, over 
66% of whom are women, represent about the largest 
single group of unorganized workers in the country. 
Few professional organizations welcome women, al- 
though there are a number of women’s professional or- 
ganizations. Advancement for women in industry is 
generally slow. There are a number of reasons: lack of 
ambition; a “temporary” attitude; lack of training 
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and/or experience; inadequate job studies; lack of pro- 
tection under the law and through collective bargain- 
ing; and, of course, prejudices. 

Summarizing, we might say that a fourth of our 
mothers work; a very high percentage because they 
need to; that over 25 of our 40 million families do 
not have sufficient income to meet minimum family 
requirements, even with many of the mothers work- 
ing; and that when women do go into the work force 
they do not fare equitably with men in pay and oppor- 
tunities. 

Most men in this cash economy must leave home 
for work, and much the same is true for women. Just 
as economic custom has put daughters in employment 
upon leaving school, it follows that when economic 
needs arise after her marriage, the mother, the heart 
of the home, turns to employment, probably outside 
the home. 

Thus it is family people who have to cope with 
society as it is; who are, in fact, society coping with 
itself. The plight of men who do not earn enough to 
keep their wives out of the work force is a constant 
challenge to both of them. We need to remind our- 
selves that under the fifth commandment man is ob- 
liged to use prudent means in order to preserve his 
health and the health of those under his care. How, 
then, are man and his mate to go about accomplishing 
the right thing toward God, themselves and those un- 
der their care? Whether they live in the city or the 
country, they'd like to rear, and rear well, more than 
“two-plus” children. They realize that a minimum of 
this world’s goods is necessary for the practice of 
virtue. They are conscious of the wife’s role as help- 
mate. 

In prudence and in charity the couple looks to its 
needs. Family traditions, station in life, even matters 
of taste, are legitimate considerations in the determi- 
nation of need; and each family in the land has the 
right, indeed the duty, to make its own decisions in the 
light of these considerations subject in every case to 
the requirements of moral law. Variable as family 
standards of living may be, the scale of living of too 
many of our families, as I have already indicated, is 
nothing short of disgraceful. 

Weighing the hazards to wholesome family living 
to which this and similar groups are dedicated, with 
not enough cash against the long-range good to be 
achieved by the mother going into the work force, can 
be torture; especially to couples pressured on one side 
by the pragmatic acceptance of working women, re- 
gardless of marital status; and on the other by the 
cry, “woman's place is in the home.” 

Now I am not going to deny this, any more than 
Dr. Elizabeth Morrissy did at a meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Women, several years ago, 
when she made the statement that rather ‘woman's 
interest is the home.” Mothers find that cash is 
needed from an extra wage-earner. There being no 
other potential wage-earner in the family, she’s 
elected. She simply cannot decline. To ask her to 
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“make do, make over, and do without’’ in respect to 
cash is to fail to face things as they are and to under- 
estimate her integrity. 

We have our present Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 
to back us up, too. In 1945 he said: “A woman is, in 
fact, kept out of the home not only by her so-called 
emancipation but often, too, by the necessities of life, 
by the continuous anxiety about daily bread. It would 
be useless then,” and this is still the Holy Father talk- 
ing, “to preach to her to return to the home while 
conditions prevail which constrain her to remain away 
from it.” And later on in the same address: “Every 
woman has then, mark it well, the obligation, the strict 
obligation in conscience, not to absent herself but to 
go into action in a manner and way suitable to the 
condition of each so as to hold back those currents 
which threaten the home, so as to oppose doctrines 
which undermine its foundations, so as to prepare, 
organize and achieve its restoration.” In 1947 he said: 
“Beautiful ideals, where woman, in her proper place, 
and from her proper place, exercises quietly a power- 
ful influence. But now you appear abroad, you enter 
the arena to take part in the battle; you have not 
sought to do so, but courageously you accept your new 
duties not as resigned victims nor merely in defensive 
spirit; you are determined to pass to the counterattack 
and conquer.”” Just last April he declared: ‘There is 
also an external activity because if in other ages the 
influence of women was restricted to their home and 
the surroundings of the home, in our days it extends 
(whether we like it or not) to even wider fields: to 
public and social life, to parliaments, to tribunals, to 
journalism, to the professions and to the trades.” 
Pointing out that new types of womanhood came to 
light as new social needs arose, he continued, “their 
beneficent mission extended and the Christian woman 
became, as she is today, with every good reason, a no 
less necessary factor in civilization and progress than 
man. 

Some of these passages have been used to urge 
women to serve the community through social and 
political activity. But I'd like to see us also face the 
fact that His Holiness has faced the fact that it is 
gravely necessary for many a mother to contribute to 
the economic well-being of her family, in the manner 
of today, without having to suffer arm-chair excom- 
munication. Note that His Holiness said: “in a 
manner and way suitable to the condition of each” 
and “'so as to hold back those currents which threaten 
the home.” Certainly, if a couple believes that it is 
suitable to them, as ‘‘one,” after prudent weighing of 
the consequences, for the wife to work, too, society 
must not only respect their decision to try to hold 
back, or cope with, one of the currents (the high cost 
of living) which threatens their home; what's more, 
society, including the said couple, must join in seeking 
to hold back that current in other ways. 

There must be more concerted action to secure for 
fathers, husbands who are future fathers, a living, 
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 








| News of Work, Projects, Interests 


HAT are the most popular activities in the 
Catholic family life movement in the United 
tates? 

The Director of the Family Life Bureau, N.C.W.C., 
believes he found out during the last month. He was 
called upon to spend much of the last four weeks in 
the field. His talks with diocesan directors and others 
in widely separated areas, and his participation in two 
national conventions provided him with new and 
deeper insights into the work. 

Anyway, the Rev. Dr. Edgar Schmiedeler, O.S.B., 
the Family Life Bureau director, feels that these are 
the works that are stirring most interest throughout 
the country: 

Marriage preparation courses and forums; family 
retreats; Mr. and Mrs. Clubs (especially for child 
study); the Family Holy Hour, with the renewal of 
marriage promises; family group Communions; insti- 
tutes for the preparation of leaders in family life; and 
the practice of enthroning the Sacred Heart in the 
home. 

On his recent trip, the Family Life Bureau Director 
discussed the family life apostolate with one or more 
persons in the Dioceses of Alexandria, La.; Lafayette, 
La.; Corpus Christi, Texas; Galveston, El Paso, Austin, 
Amarillo, Texas; Tucson, Ariz.; Fresno, Calif.; and 
Belleville, Ill., and in the Archdioceses of San Antonio, 
San Francisco and St. Louis. 

The two meetings in which he participated were the 
regional convention of the National Council of Cath- 
olic Women held at Fresno, and the national conven- 
tion of the National Council of Catholic Men held at 
St. Louis. At these gatherings, he had the opportunity 
to speak with many from still other dioceses who are 
engaged in promoting organized family life activities. 

And, if this was not enough to convince the director 
of the importance and continuing growth of the fam- 
ily life movement, there was a more than impressive 
stack of mail on his desk when he returned to it in 
N.C.W.C. headquarters. And, there's always the neces- 
sity of getting material ready for the next issue of 
The Family Digest and The Family Apostolate: News 
and Comment. The former is a publication of Bishop 
John F. Noll, but the Family Life Bureau has always 
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supplied some of the material for each issue. The lat- 
ter serves as the organ of the Bureau and is prepared 
entirely by its director. 


Meet the U.S.A. 


Every week 50 to 75 foreign visitors arrive in Wash- 
ington to begin three to four-month “‘study-visits” in 
the United States as guests of the Department of 
State and other governmental agencies. 

The visitors’ occupations and professions are as 
varied as their nationalities. A typical contingent 
might include an African engineer, an Austrian musi- 
cian, a Belgian priest, a Chilean educator, a Dutch 
home economist, an English attorney, a French labor 
leader, a German newspaperman, an Indian govern- 
ment official, etc. The purpose of their visits, broadly 
defined, is to observe America in action and to see how 
our democracy functions as a way of life. It is ex- 
pected that a by-product of these visits will be a cer- 
tain amount of understanding and good will in refer- 
ence to the United States. 

To introduce these visitors to the American way of 
life, the Department of State has arranged a weekly 
orientation program which is presented at the Wash- 
ington International Center. The program includes 
lectures on various facets of American life, for ex- 
ample, history, geography, politics, economics, cultural 
institutions and religion. The visitors are also taken 
on a number of tours to the Capitol, the White House 
and points of interest in the Washington area. 

Every week a representative of the Department of 
Education, National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
talks to these visitors about the Catholic Church in 
the United States. Invariably it is a stimulating ex- 
perience for it provides an opportunity to tell distin- 
guished visitors from many foreign lands some of the 
essential facts about Catholic life in our country. The 
visitors always have many questions and a number of 
them visit N.C.W.C. headquarters to obtain further 
information about the Church. 

This departmental activity, classified generally as 
“Education for International Understanding,” usually 
requires considerable time and effort to give personal 
attention to the many foreign visitors who seem to 
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have such intense interest in Catholic educational in- 
stitutions in the United States. However, the work 
appears to pay rich dividends in terms of good will 
towards the Church which, after all, is commissioned 
to ‘teach all nations.” 


Hospital Program Launched 


The NCCS-VA Hospital Service has been inaugu- 
rated in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the National 
Catholic Community Service announces. 


Archbishop John F, O'Hara, C.S.C., has appointed 
NCCS representatives and alternates for the two Vet- 
erans Administration hospitals in the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia. Also, an NCCS executive committee 
has been formed in Philadelphia to assist in this work. 
In addition to work in the Veterans Administration 
hospitals, this committee will develop a program of 
services to the military which will include special as- 
sistance to the Catholic chaplains in the Philadelphia 
area, and a pre-induction program for youths. 

Frank Lamlein has been appointed NCCS represen- 
tative and Miss Alfreda Tarnowski the alternate for 
the new VA hospital in Philadelphia. William Lamb 
has been named the representative and Mrs. George 
Screen the alternate for the VA hospital in Coates- 
ville, Pa. 


Spreads Round the World 


One of the best known projects of the Catholic 
Church in the United States is the N.C.W.C. News 
Service, which is issued by the N.C.W.C. Press De- 
partment. Although relatively few may know anything 
about its actual operation, its product is seen regu- 
larly by more than 53,000,000 people in some 55 coun- 
tries. 

The News Service was organized three decades ago 
by the Bishops of the United States to serve the Cath- 
olic press of this country. It has gone about its busi- 
ness—the world-wide gathering and dissemination of 
Catholic news—so well that Catholic publications in 
all parts of the world have sought and obtained its 
dispatches. 

In North America, the NC news dispatches go to 
a total of 165 Catholic publications. These publica- 
tions have a combined circulation of 8,000,000. Us- 
ing widely accepted estimates of the number of people 
who see each copy of any publication, it is established 
that NC news dispatches are seen by 33,000,000 
readers in North America. 

Round the world, NC dispatches appear in a total 
of 511 publications. These have a total circulation of 
about 13,000,000, and a readership of some 53,250,- 
000. 

Breaking this down: In Europe, NC serves 235 pub- 
lications with a total circulation of 4,000,000 and a 
readership of 16,000,000; In South America, NC 
serves 44 publications with 400,000 in circulation and 


June, 1953 





2,000,000 readership; In Central America, 11 papers 
with 80,000 circulation and 400,000 readership; In 
the Caribbean, 15 papers, with 75,000 circulation and 
900,000 readership; In Asia, 19 publications with 
91,000 circulation and 460,000 readership; In Africa, 
8 publications with 29,000 circulation and 145,000 
readership, and in Australasia, 6 publications with 
95,000 circulation and 350,000 readership. 

These are among the facts brought out by the Dir- 
rector of the Press Department, Frank A. Hall, in a 
statement to the 43rd annual convention of the Cath- 
olic Press Association of the United States held in 
Atlantic City, N. J. 

Mr. Hall also told the Catholic editors and pub- 
lishers that the Press Department is enjoying “‘gratify- 
ing success” with one of its new enterprises—profes- 
sionally-prepared newsscripts for Catholic radio and 
television programs. “The project has been hailed as 
a strong service to the Church,” he said. “Particularly, 
there have been compliments on its professional 
preparation.” 

Another enterprise, Mr. Hall said, is the even 
newer regular supplementary picture service, which 
will get illustrations to subscribing Catholic publica- 
tions more often. 

An interesting point that the Director also made 
was that Catholic news is not only growing steadily in 
volume, but it is also broadening its base. By that, he 
said, he meant that the sources from which really grip- 
ping Catholic news stories develop are always increas- 
ing in number. For example, he pointed out, some 
of the more or less unusual sources from which really 
powerful Catholic stories have developed in recent 
months are the Mau Mau depredations in Africa and 
the exchange of sick and wounded war prisoners in 
Korea. 


A Bond With the Persecuted 


Although reports as yet are fragmentary, the head- 
quarters staff of the National Council of Catholic 
Women is inclined to be encouraged by the reaction 
to a project quickly arranged for recent National Fam- 
ily Week. 

The project was to have Catholics in the United 
States, individually and as families, receive Holy Com- 
munion for families behind the Iron Curtain. The 
proposal was made at the Regional Conference of 
N.C.C.W. held at Fresno, Calif. Mrs. Kenneth C. 
Wilson, chairman of the N.C.C.W. Committee on 
Family and Parent Education, implemented the deci- 
sion of the conference, and the national headquarters 
sent out appeals to all diocesan chairmen of this 
committee. 

It was urged that U. S. Catholics receive Holy Com- 
munion for those “who, in so many instances, are de- 
prived of this privilege themselves and are so in need 
of our prayers.” 
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The Catholic women of this country were also united 
in prayer with the women of Australia on the occasion 
of the recent National Eucharistic Congress. The 
United States member of the Bureau of the World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations, Mrs. Henry 
Mannix, who is the vice-president of the World Union 
and past national president of the National Council 
of Catholic Women, was delegated by the President 
and the members of the International Bureau to convey 
to the Legion of Catholic Women of Australia the 
greetings and prayerful union of good wishes of all 
the members of the World Union. Mrs. Mannix was 
unable to attend the Congress but her message was 
read by Miss Catherine Schaefer, assistant to the Gen- 
eral Secretary, N.C.W.C., for UN Affairs, and ob- 
server at the UN for the World Union. In her message 
Mrs. Mannix said: “We pray that the Congress may 
result in an increase in the numbers, the strength, and 
the fervor of Catholic women organized to serve their 
Church and society in your great country. We look 
forward, too, to the ever-increasing cooperation and 
solidarity with the Australian Catholic women’s organ- 
izations in the mission of pacification in the service of 
God and humanity, to the end that Christ may reign 
in all hearts and the families and nations of the world 
may live in peace and love.” 

A tribute to the N.C.C.W.’s considerable war relief 
work has come to the attention of the Council’s head- 
quarters. “Working steadily and quietly,” said an edi- 
torial in the New York Journal American, ‘the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Women has sent 200,000 
pounds of grain and 10,000 pounds of dried milk to 
the people of devastated Korea since the outbreak of 
the fighting. 

“It is organizations such as this that help spread the 
message of Christianity and democracy in simple, vital 
terms free from language barriers and the confusion 
of differing customs.” 

The N.C.C.W. has been represented at a host of 
meetings in Washington during recent weeks. These 
included: A meeting with the U. S. Delegate to the 
U.N. Commission on the Status of Women and meet- 
ings of foreign policy legislation and the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment. The Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, incidentally, had quietly passed the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, is now on the Senate Calendar, 
and could be called up for action on any Calendar 
Day, unless one senator objects. 

N.C.C.W. was also represented at the regular 
monthly meeting of the National Civil Liberties 
Clearing House, the Citizen’s Committee on Educa- 
tional TV, automotive safety meeting, the National 
Housing Conference, the Citizens Conference on So- 
cial Security, the national conference of NGO's on 
FAO, a meeting of the American Social Hygiene 
Association of Washington, the annual meeting of the 
National Conference on Agricultural Life and Labor, 
and other gatherings. 


Preparations for the N.C.C.W. Committee Insti- 
tutes announced in the last issue of CATHOLIC 
ACTION are going ahead briskly. These will be held 
at Catholic women’s colleges in five sections of the 
country. Dates and places are given in the N.C.C.W. 
section of this issue page 11. 


This Year’s Youth Week Theme 


The theme for the observance of 1953 National 
Catholic Youth Week is: “AMERICA’S HOPE — 
YOUTH WITH FAITH.” 

The sub-title of the theme is: “Faith in Family... 
Faith in Country ... Faith in GOD .. . Faith in 
Themselves.” 

The basic theme was developed by Miss Sheila 
Byrne, former director of the N.C.W.C. Youth De- 
partment’s Program Service and now in commercial 
radio and TV advertising. The amplication of the 
theme was the idea of Msgr. Joseph E. Schieder, di- 
rector of the Youth Department. 

Incidentally, the Youth Department has been ad- 
vised that Governor Dennis Roberts of Rhode Island 
already has issued a proclamation setting aside the 
week of October 18 to 25 as National Catholic Youth 
Week in his state, and calling attention to the work 
of the CYO in the Diocese of Providence. 


On May 10, councils of teen-age Catholic youth 
were formed simultaneously in 15 deaneries of the 
Archdiocese of Boston. 

Two weeks later, the president and one other dele- 
gate from each of these deanery councils met to form 
the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Youth. 

The four officers of the new Boston Archdiocesan 
Council will meet with the officers of at least four other 
New England diocesan councils to form the New 
England Federation of Diocesan Catholic Youth 
Councils. This meeting will be held at Lakeville, 
Conn., June 27 and 28. 

A week of intensive sessions with deanery and par- 
ish youth directors preceded the initial step of the 
Boston organization. These sessions were conducted 
by Monsignor Schieder and Father J. Eugene Eiselein, 
assistant director, of the N.C.W.C. Youth Depart- 
ment, in cooperation with Father John P. Carroll, 
Boston archdiocesan youth director. 

Archbishop Richard J. Cushing of Boston addressed 
a conference of pastors of the archdiocese, and ex- 
plained to them that the purpose of the Council of 
Youth is “to develop youth leadership and respon- 
sibility.” 

The Archbishop said that “in organizing the Youth 
Council this Spring, our young people will be better 
prepared to take advantage of the National Catholic 
Youth Convention which will be held in Boston, No- 
vember 5 to 8.” j 

The Diocese of Raleigh took steps this last month 
to form its Diocesan Council of Catholic Youth. 
Father Eiselein met with Father Charles McLaughlin, 
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the diocesan youth director, and with the newly- 
appointed deanery youth directors. At the seventh 
annual convention of the North Carolina Laymen’s 
Association, Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh 
confirmed a resolution presented by the delegates and 
emphasized the importance of coordinating the youth 
groups and youth activities of the diocese in a manner 
provided for in the plan of the National Council of 
Catholic Youth. 

The Diocese of Charleston, South Carolina, recently 
elected the first four officers of its Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Youth at a state-wide convention of teen- 
agers at which 45 of the State's 50 parishes were 
represented. 


Keeping Up With New Rules 


The N.C.W.C. Department of Immigration is hav- 
ing a busy time these days coping with all the new 
visa petition forms that have come into existence fol- 
lowing the enactment of the new Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 

Formerly, there was just one type of petition which 
had to be completed and filed—this by American citi- 
zens who were sending for their wives, minor unmar- 
ried children, or parents. Now there are four: the 
type just mentioned, on which American women can 
also petition for their husbands; and the new ones for 
“ministers of religion,” spouses and minor unmarried 
children of legally resident aliens, brothers and sisters 
and children over twenty-one of American citizens; 
and those for specially qualified persons whose serv- 
ices are determined to be needed urgently in the 
United States. 

The thing about these forms that really uses up 
the Department’s time is the necessity of keeping its 
clients informed of the constantly changing policies. 
It must, for instance, tell the sponsor who wishes to 
import a specially qualified person, that in that par- 
ticular case he does not need to obtain a clearance 
from the United States Employment Service, as stated 
in the printed requirements on the form, as well as 
what other new dispensations have since been granted 
by the poor harrassed Immigration Service that is try- 
ing to figure out all the answers. 

One set of instructions, telling an American citizen 
or legally resident alien that he will not, after all, 
need to file guarantees of support with the petition 
he is completing for his relative, the Department must 
follow up with another letter telling him that an addi- 
tional lenient ruling has removed the obligation of 
filing a separate form for each relative and a separate 
fee of $10 for every member of the family. 

Sometimes the Department is inclined to tell the 
American relative not to bother wasting his $10 in 
the hope of getting a fourth preference for his brother 
or sister, or child over twenty-one, because the fourth 
preference is only 25 per cent of the non-preference 
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quota and it seems unlikely that there will ever be any 
non-preference numbers under that particular quota. 


One consoling thing is that the new regulations im- 
plementing the law, which started out by being ex- 
tremely rigid, are gradually being amended to provide 
greater leniency as the previous rules have been 
shown to be unnecessarily involved in red tape. 


CCD Institutes This Summer 


With Catholic schools in recess and parish societies 
operating on streamlined summer schedules, hundreds 
of priests around the country will be using whatever 
free time they can arrange for to attend Priests’ Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine Institutes. 

These institutes, organized by the National Office of 
the CCD, in the N.C.W.C. headquarters, are aimed 
at preparing the clergy for the formation of parish 
CCD units in which the adult laity can assist the clergy 
in the Confraternity’s program of religious education 
for adults and for all Catholic students attending 
public schools. 

Spring institutes were held in Madison, Wis.; 
Amarillo and Midland, Texas; and at Carey, Ohio. 

Similar clergy training sessions are scheduled to be 
held as follows: June 10-12, Diocese of Greensburg, 
Pa.; June 28-30, Diocese of Superior, Wis.; August 25- 
27, Diocese of Helena, Mont. Also from August 25 
to 27, laity, Religious and clergy of the four dioceses 
in the Province of Indianapolis will attend a Regional 
CCD Congress at St. Joseph’s College, Collegeville, 
Ind. This regional meeting is sponsored by the Dio- 
cese of Lafayette in Indiana. 

In September, the National Center of CCD an- 
nounces, the Manual will be available for U. S. par- 
ishes to aid them in the development of CCD High 
School classes for the more than 1,500,000 Catholic 
teen-agers in public high schools. It will be a “how 
to do it’ handbook of 12 chapters entitled: How to 
Organize a Parish CCD High School of Religion, 
Modifications for Rural Parishes, Tips on Attendance, 
Released Time, Lay Participation, Teacher Prepara- 
tion, Methods of Teaching Religion, Spiritual Forma- 
tion of Students, Program of Counseling and Guid- 
ance, A Social Hour Program. 

Throughout the Manual emphasis is placed on the 
role of the laity in assisting the parish clergy in the 
work of “reaching and teaching” the public high 
school student. Indicative of the detailed and practi- 
cal suggestions in the book are the following divisions 
of the first chapter on Organization: CCD High 
School and the total parish schedule, developing a 
“CCD School of Religion” mentality in the parish, 
“class” vs “club” approach, graded groups, academic 
credits, place-time-length of classes, sample schedules 
for a 60-minute period. At their seventeenth annual 
meeting in New York City, August 3-7, diocesan CCD 
directors will use the Manual as a basis for discussion 
in special work group sessions. 


[9] 

















NATIONAL COUNCIL 


CATHOLIC WOMEN 


Regional Conference Round-Up 
— Religion: Its Need Today — 
Calling All Leaders -— Catholic 
Women Honored 








Regional Conference Round-Up 


RESNO, capital city of California’s fabulous in- 
land empire, was the scene of N.C.C.W’s 1953 
Regional Conference. At the invitation of Most 

Rev. Aloysius J. Willinger, C.SS.R., Bishop of Mon- 
terey-Fresno, and the Monterey-Fresno Diocesan Coun- 
cil of Catholic Women, members of the hierarchy, 
clergy, and women of ten states gathered during the 
days of April 26-28 to confer on the theme of this 
national meeting, ‘Unity in Faith and Action.” 

The Monterey-Fresno D.C.C.W. was host to this 
Conference and cooperating councils included Den- 
ver, Los Angeles, Portland, San Antonio, San Fran- 
cisco, Santa Fe, Corpus Christi, El Paso, Spokane and 
Yakima. 

Heading those in attendance were His Eminence, 
James Francis Cardinal McIntyre, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, Archbishop Byrne of Santa Fe, Bishop 
Dougherty of Yakima, Bishop Dwyer of Reno, Bishop 
Metzger of El Paso, and Auxiliary Bishop Donohoe of 
San Francisco. Very Rev. Msgr. Paul F. Tanner, 
assistant general secretary, N.C.W.C., represented the 
Welfare Conference. The National President, Mrs. 
William H. Dalton, headed the distinguished lay con- 
ferees, and other members of the National Board 
were: Mrs. Enrico Liberto, second vice president; Mrs. 
R. Calvert Haws, Province of Los Angeles; Mrs. H. B. 
Swanson, Province of Spokane. Miss Margaret 
Mealey, executive secretary, Miss Irma Piepho and 
Miss Mary Donohoe of the national headquarters staft 
were also in attendance. 

Designed for the Southwest and West, the program 
of the Conference was focussed on the needs and inter- 
ests of this area, and discussions centered on spiritual 
development of the individual, religious training, fam- 
ily life, education, and social action. 

The Conference began with the magnificent spec- 
tacle of a Pontifical Mass, held in the Fresno Me- 
morial Auditorium. The auditorium was transformed 
into a cathedral. Red velvet drapes formed a back- 
ground for a magnificent twenty-foot Crucifix over a 
plain liturgical altar, decorated with white gladioli 
and flanked on either side by tall gold vases of car- 
dinal red gladioli. The Mass was preceded by a sol- 
emn procession of the hierarchy, including Cardinal 
McIntyre, Archbishop Byrne, five bishops and twelve 
monsignori. Seventy-five Fourth Degree Knights of 
Columbus acted as guard of honor. Three papal 
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knights, laymen of the Diocese of Fresno, were es- 
corts of Bishop Willinger. A capacity crowd of 4,500 
attended the Pontifical Mass. Most Rev. Edwin V. 
Byrne, Archbishop of Santa Fe, preaching on ‘“Trans- 
late Your Faith into Action,” said that the real threat 
to our country is our own religious-social decay. The 
work of the women united in N.C.C.W. received 
special commendation from the Holy Father in im- 
parting his apostolic blessing upon the Conference. 
The message of His Holiness was received from Most 
Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, apostolic delegate 
to the United States, and read at the Mass. To it 
Archbishop Cicognani added his own good wishes and 
prayers for the success of the deliberations. 

Following the Pontifical Mass, special honors were 
bestowed on Mrs. Joseph J. Schlarb and Mrs. Warren 
G. Knieriem, present and past presidents of the Los 
Angeles A.C.C.W. In the company of close friends 
and council leaders, Cardinal McIntyre presented them 
the Papal Cross, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. 

An interesting sight-seeing tour was arranged by the 
Monterey-Fresno D.C.C.W. which included a visit to 
the Roma winery, largest winery in the world, fol- 
lowed by a tea honoring Mrs. Dalton, other national 
officers, and diocesan council presidents. 

Hon. Gordon G. Dunn, mayor of Fresno, and Mrs. 
Russell B. Troutner, president of the Monterey-Fresno 
D.C.C.W., welcomed the guests and out-of-state at- 
tendants at the opening meeting of the Conference 
held in the Fresno Memorial Auditorium. Mrs. Dal- 
ton presided at this meeting and Cardinal McIntyre 
spoke on the theme of the Conference, “Unity in Faith 
and Action.” 

His Eminence warned the assembled women that 
minority forces that will abolish all authority derived 
from God are working as a destructive influence in 
the United States and that this philosophy is evident 
“particularly in circles of education and in current 
books on modern, progressive education.” He said 
that these ideas give only “concepts of confusion” to 
the immature minds of children. The system promotes 
a type of “academic freedom,” the Cardinal stated, 
“which permits the teacher to impose on his pupils 
his own concept of life and liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, irrespective of the teaching and experi- 
ence of authorities of the past, irrespective of the 
principles of government which pays his salary, and 
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irrespective of proved human relations.” The Cardinal 
praised the National Council of Catholic Women as 
an example of “unity in faith and action” in their 
voluntarily united and concentrated effort for good. 

Working sessions began on Monday, April 27. 
Speakers at this morning session were Rev. Edgar 
Schmiedeler, O.S.B., director, N.C.W.C. Family Life 
Bureau; Martin Work, executive secretary, National 
Council of Catholic Men; Sylvester Andriano and 
Miss Phyllis Dunne, both of San Francisco. Mrs. J. 
Selby Spurck, former national director, Province of 
Los Angeles, was chairman of this meeting, and the 
Honorary Chairman was Most Rev. Sidney M. Metz- 
get, Bishop of El Paso. 

A gay, informal luncheon was a feature of Monday. 
State songs were sung, recognition given to all out-of- 
state guests, and a very pleasant opportunity offered 
to Conference attendants to become acquainted. 

The afternoon sessions were committee workshops 
—all held at the Hotel Californian, the headquarters 
hotel. There was a workshop on Family and Parent 
Education, one on Public Relations, one on Spiritual 
Development, and another on Cooperating with Cath- 
olic Charities. Each was crowded. It was estimated 
that about 1,000 women heard the papers, questioned 
the resource people, and had the opportunity for dis- 
cussion in these important fields. The Family and 
Parent Education Workshop discussion centered on 
strengthening family life. Dr. Schmiedeler, who at- 
tended the workshop as a resource person, advocated 
the development of recreational, social, and cultural 
pursuits in which the whole family can participate. 
In the Public Relations Workshop an important con- 
tribution was made by Rev. Thomas J. Fitzgerald, 
spiritual moderator of the Chicago A.C.C.W., who 
told of the work to keep lurid and sensational litera- 
ture off the market. 

Following the workshops on Monday afternoon, a 
tour of Nazareth House for the Aged and a tea had 
been arranged. Members of the Conference were 
taken by private car to this unique institution oper- 
ated by the Sisters of Nazareth, where they saw the 
wonderful care and kindness bestowed upon the guests 
of the Sisters in an entirely new type building, and 
in a very modern operation. 

That night, again in Fresno Memorial Auditorium, 
a general meeting was held, to which the public was 
invited. Mrs. Dalton and Monsignor Tanner were the 
speakers. Mrs. Dalton described the organizational 
structure of the National Council of Catholic Women 
and told of the place of this federation as the lay 
arm of the Bishops in the United States. “We have 
one aim,” Mrs. Dalton said, “the aim that every Cath- 
olic woman in the country, united in her parish or 
parochial organization, will have the opportunity of 
participating in the work of her Bishop and will have 
the privilege of being united with the millions of 
Catholic women throughout our country.” Monsignor 
Tanner, in his talk, ‘Religion, Our Most Vital Na- 
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Calling All Leaders !! 


N.C.C.W. committee institutes are planned at five 
Catholic women's colleges throughout the country: 


Manhattanville College of the Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, N. Y. August 3-7 
Sacred Heart College, 
Belmont, N.C. 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College, 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind. 
College of St. Tere’ a, 
Winona, Minn. 
Loretto Heights College, 
Loretto, Colo. 


August 17-21 
August 22-26 
August 28 - September 1 


September 2-6 


Write to National Headquarters for particulars. 











tional Asset,” said that Catholics are “deeply con- 
cerned with the current lack of religious knowledge 
and training for our youth.” Pointing to the millions 
of Catholic children in public schools, he warned 
against a false interpretation of the phrase “separa- 
tion of church and state.” He said the state should 
encourage religion ‘as an indispensable aid in build- 
ing the complete life of the citizen.” 

The Tuesday morning meeting was chaired by Mrs. 
Raymond Jehl, former N.C.C.W. director from the 
Province of Los Angeles. Archbishop Byrne was hon- 
orary chairman. Most Rev. Hugh A. Donohoe, Aux- 
iliary Bishop of San Francisco, had as his topic 
“Brothers in Christ.” Mrs. Haws spoke on “Our Land 
Yesterday and Today,” Mrs. Norman Smith on “Faith 
and Truth,” and Mrs. N. P. Tarrone on “Sharing the 
Faith.” Elmer Steingruber of Munich, Germany, a 
teen-age exchange student, told of his year’s experi- 
ence in America. Speaking or the need for Catholics 
to lead in interracial activities, Bishop Donohoe said, 
“Interracial work is effective only when it is based on 
Christian concepts of unity in Christ. The stamp of 
Catholicity is not marked with white or black or yel- 
low, but with red—the red blood of Christ Who died 
for all.” 

The afternoon workshops—Committees on Coop- 
erating with the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Social Action, and Organization and Development— 
were crowded to capacity. The attendants were 
deeply interested, and there was much exchange of 
Opinion in each workshop. Most Rev. Joseph P. 
Dougherty, Bishop of Yakima, described the plight of 
the migrant worker and placed before the gathering 
the responsibility of Catholics for their integration as 
first class citizens. 

On Tuesday afternoon a Moderators Meeting took 
place in the Fresno Hotel. Presiding at this meeting 
was Very Rev. Francis L. Dowd, C.SS.R., spiritual 
moderator of the Monterey-Fresno D.C.C.W. The 
meeting discussed the role of the diocesan council 
moderator: as representative of the Ordinary, as inter- 
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preter to diocesan directors, as “salesman” to the 
clergy, as guide in spiritual formation. 

The closing event of the Regional Conference was 
a magnificent banquet held in the Rainbow Ballroom 
of the Californian Hotel. For this occasion, the ball- 
room was a bower of roses with rose centerpieces on 
all the tables and a gorgeous arrangement of red roses 
and silver candelabra on the head table. The room 
was lit by candlelight, each table having a candle 
centered in the rose bouquet. More than 400 people 
attended this banquet and heard William Mooring, 
well-known Hollywood columnist, speak on ‘‘Holly- 
wood and You.” Mr. Mooring pointed out the threat 
of Communism in Hollywood and made vital to his 
listeners the danger of this group in practically every 


field. He mentioned also a TV threat to the home 
through old motion pictures, some of which are in- 
decent, and asked the women to protest the showing 
of these offensive films. 

An interesting surprise at the banquet was the in- 
troduction of Miss Patty Berg, famous woman golfer. 

Bishop Willinger delivered the main-address, “A 
Challenge to Catholic Women.” He said: “It is not 
enough that in our lives and actions we profess Christ; 
we must be His very counterpart in virtue and holi- 
ness, in zeal and sacrifice, in prayer and oblation or 
we are not worthy of our calling.” In the closing 
minutes of the Conference, His Excellency called on 
Catholic women to meet destiny, united in faith and 
action. 


Religion: Its Need Today— Stressed by D.C.C.W. Conventions 


St. Louis . . . Over 2000 women assembled at the 30th 
annual convention of the St. Louis A.C.C.W., April 
19-20, to testify to the need for religion in life. The 
program developed the theme ‘‘Religion—Foundation 
of National Strength.” To put this into action, resolu- 
tions were adopted calling for the strengthening of 
parish groups, the promotion of mission work, spiritual 
renewal, continued participation in war relief, and in- 
creased voluntary charitable service. The delegates 
assisted at a Solemn Pontifical Mass celebrated by Most 
Rev. Joseph E. Ritter, Archbishop of St. Louis. Miss 
Jane M. Hoey, director, Public Assistance Bureau, U. S. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, called 


for action in her talk ‘Be Present Everywhere.” The 
convention elected Mrs. Clarence J. Dean president to 
succeed Mrs. George A. O'Sullivan. 


Corpus Christi... Most Rev. Mariano S. Garriga, Bishop 
of Corpus Christi, told the 8th annual coavention of 
the Corpus Christi D.C.C.W., held April 13-14, that 
human beings should be taught from childhood to look 
for the Beautiful and the Good. His Excellency was 
pointing up the convention theme, ‘Decent Litera- 
ture.’” This theme had been developed by the two main 
speakers, Miss Gertrude Horgan, professor of English, 
Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, and president 
of the San Antonio A.C.C.W., and Rev. Gerard E. 
Maguire, C.S.P., director of the Newman Center, Aus- 
tin. The convention set as one objective for the com- 
ing year a crusade for decent literature. Mrs. Enrico 
Liberto, national director, Province of San Antonio, 
brought the greetings of the National Council. Mrs. J. 
K. Wells was elected president, succeeding Mrs. James 
R. Dougherty. 


Savannah-Atlanta . . . Pontifical Low Mass, celebrated 
by Most Rev. Gerald P. O'Hara, Archbishop-Bishop of 
Savannah-Atlanta, opened the 14th annual convention 
of the Savannah-Atlanta D.C.C.W., held April 18-19. 
National officers were in attendance: the President, 
Mrs. William H. Dalton, as luncheon speaker and 
banquet guest; the Secretary, Mrs. George P. Coyle; 
and the former Director, Province of Baltimore, Mrs. 


{12] 


William McAlpin. Richard Reid, editor of Catholic 
News, gave the principal banquet address on “Our 
Catholic Heritage.” Education, religious and general, 
was considered in the workshops on Home and School 
and the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. An ad- 
dress on “The Future of Catholic Education” was 
given by Rev. William E. McManus, assistant director, 
N.C.W.C. Department of Education and consultant to 
the N.C.C.W. Committee on Home and School Asso- 
ciations. Mrs. George J. Gunning, president, who pre- 
sided at the sessions, is succeeded in office by Mrs. A. 
J. Schano. 


Indianapolis . . . ‘“The Apostolate of Light’’ was the 
theme of the Indianapolis A.C.C.W. 15th annual con- 
vention, April 19-20. This was pointed up in the ser- 
mon delivered by Rev. James Jansen when he said: 
“Religion, correctly understood, is as wide as the 
sphere of human activity.” Father Jansen spoke at the 
Pontifical Low Mass offered by Most Rev. Paul 
Schulte, Archbishop of Indianapolis. Over 500 women 
attended the convention and endorsed the resolutions 
adopted at the 26th national convention of N.C.C.W., 
with special reference to racial justice, cooperation with 
Catholic Charities, government responsibility in social 
welfare, indecent literature, and war relief. Mrs. A. 
C. Brown was elected president, succeeding Mrs. Wil- 
liam W. Miller. 


Nashville . . . Most Rev. William L. Adrian, Bishop of 
Nashville, was honorary chairman of the 17th annual 
convention of the Nashville D.C.C.W., held April 21- 
22, with over 300 women attending. Speakers included 
Most Rev. Joseph P. Hurley, Archbishop-Bishop of St. 
Augustine; the National President, Mrs. William H. 
Dalton; and Paul A. Dever, former governor of Mass- 
achusetts. Four workshops were conducted in devel- 
oping the theme “God’s Will: Our Work.” Mrs. Ro- 
land C. Wolfe was elected president to succeed Mrs. 
James E. Willard. 


Saginaw . . . An interesting exhibit of council work was 
a feature of the Saginaw D.C.C.W. 2nd annual con- 


CATHOLIC ACTION 





vention, April 22. Most Rev. Stephen S. Woznicki, 
Bishop of Saginaw, addressed the meeting, stressing 
the need for the lay apostolate. Another speaker was 
Rev. Frank McPhillips, chaplain of Newman Clubs at 
the University of Michigan. The President, Mrs. Wil- 
liam E. McCarthy, presided. She is succeeded in office 
by Mrs. Paul Woodworth. 


Richmond . . . Most Rev. Peter L. Ireton, Bishop of 
Richmond, and Mrs. George P. Coyle, N.C.C.W. sec- 
retary, addressed the 7th annual convention of the 
Richmond D.C.C.W., April 26. The theme of the 
convention, “The Vocation of Woman in the Modern 
World,” was presented by Dr. Bertha Mugrauer, pro- 
fessor of Sociology, Xavier University, New Orleans. 
Resolutions adopted recommended the recent state- 
ment of the Bishops of the Southern Region as the 
guide for the D.C.C.W. in its program of action. Miss 
Emily Lonergan was elected president to succeed Mrs. 
Sargent White. 


Seattle... The words of Rev. John Doogan to the more 
than 500 women attending the 29th annual convention 
of the Seattle A.C.C.W., April 26-27, might well have 
been addressed to the women of all N.C.C.W. affili- 
ates. Father Doogan said: “You are conscious of the 
dignity of womanhood bestowed on you by God, con- 
scious of your responsibilities to family, state and 
Church; you are women anxious to live in the light of 
Divine truth with faith and conviction.” The conven- 
tion pledged full support to the work of N.C.C.W. 
and its resolutions adopted at the 26th national con- 
vention. The President, Mrs. Thomas J. Carmody, who 
presided during the sessions, continues in office. The 
convention closed with Mass followed by a breakfast 
at which Most Rev. Thomas A. Connclly, Archbishop 
of Seattle, spoke. 


Evansville . . . Pontifical High Mass, celebrated by Most 
Rev. Henry J. Grimmelsman, Bishop of Evansville, 
and sung in Gregorian chant by a choir of 800 paro- 
chial school children, opened the 7th annual conven- 
tion of the Evansville D.C.C.W., April 28. Over 600 
women were in attendance. Besides Bishop Grimmels- 
man, speakers included Mrs. William W. Miller, presi- 
dent, Indianapolis A.C.C.W.; Mrs. Anthony Scholter, 
national chairman, Committee on War Relief; and 
Rev. Joseph H. Anler, spiritual moderator, St. Louis 
A.C.C.W. Mrs. Robert J. Hildenbrand was elected 
president, succeeding Mrs. Daniel F. McCarthy, who 
had presided at the convention. 


St. Paul . . . “World Peace, A Mission from God” was 
the theme of the St. Paul 21st annual convention, held 
April 28-29, with over 800 delegates in attendance. 
Most Rev. John G. Murray, Archbishop of St. Paul, 
spoke briefly on the role women must play by prayer 
and work to achieve world tranquility. The keynote 
address was given by Most Rev. William O. Brady, 
Bishop of Sioux Falls. The convention was also ad- 
dressed by Most Rev. Lambert A. Hoch, Bishop of 
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Bismarck, and Mrs. E. C. Herzog, national director, 
Province of St. Paul. Workshops to develop the theme 
were held on peace through prayer and organization, 
through a better understanding of religion, through 
the knowledge of world affairs, through service to the 
sick, through Christian family living, through love of 
neighbor and country, on organizing youth for peace, 
and on the things that are for peace. Mrs. Arthur E. 
Dornbach, who presided at the meeting, continues as 
president. 


Cincinnati . . . Approximately 1000 delegates attended 
the convention of the Cincinnati A.C.C.W., April 28. 
The meeting opened with Solemn Pontifical Mass cele- 
brated by Most Rev. Karl J. Alter, Archbishop of Cin- 
cinnati. His Excellency also addressed the convention. 
Other speakers included the Spiritual Moderator, Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. William J. Gauche. Mrs. Alfred Berger 
was elected president, succeeding Mrs. Frank C. Grazi- 
ano. Resolutions adopted stressed the spiritual basis 
of the Council, urged the strengthening of Christian 
family life, insisted upon the primacy of the family in 
all education, and underscored the need for women to 
engage actively in community and public affairs. 


Grand Rapids . . . “Catholic Women in the World Com- 
munity” was the theme of the 15th annual convention 
of the Grand Rapids D.C.C.W., May 4. A workshop 
on family life, another on the United Nations, and a 
talk by Miss Eileen Egan, project supervisor, War Re- 
lief Services-N.C.W.C., pointed to ways in which the 
Catholic woman may take her place in the world com- 
munity. Most Rev. Francis J. Haas, Bishop of Grand 
Rapids, urged the 800 convention attendants to work 
for a State minimum wage !aw for women. His Excel- 
lency pointed out that women constitute almost one- 
third of the labor force in the United States, and said 
the minimum wage question is not only economic but 
“is shot through with religious meaning.” The past 
National President, Mrs. Gerald B. Bennett, spoke at 
the Presidents Conference 


Catholic Women Honored 


The Papal medal, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, has been 
awarded by His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, to six 
women active in the work of N.C.C.W.: Mrs. Carolyn 
B. Manning, past national regent of the Daughters of 
Isabella; Mrs. Warren G. Knieriem and Mrs. Joseph 
J. Schlarb, past and present presidents of the Los An- 
geles A.C.C.W.; Mrs. Charles H. Strub of the Los 
Angeles Council; and Mrs. Joseph F. Lauvetz and 
Mrs. John C. Rauth, former presidents of the Lincoln 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. 

Mrs. Edwin G. Eigel, national president of Kappa 
Gamma Pi, has been awarded the Medal of Our Lady 
of Sorrow by the Alumnae Association of Webster 
College, Webster Groves, Mo. The award is an an- 
nual recognition for outstanding achievement in church 
or secular work. 
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Here and There with N. C. C. M. 


ROFESSOR Rolo Smith of Fayetteville (N. C.) 
State Teachers College, became the first Negro 
to be elected to office with the North Carolina 

Catholic Laymens’ Association at the organization's 
7th annual convention recently at Goldsboro, N. C. 
He was named executive secretary. 

Prof. Smith is active in men’s organizations at St. 
Ann’s parish in Fayetteville and was elected a member 
of the N.C.C.L.A. board of directors a year ago. 

Former U. S. Attorney-General James P. McGran- 
nery and N.C.C.M. President Francis I. Nally ad- 
dressed more than 500 delegates and guests at the 
convention. 

Others elected by the Association include: L. Russell 
Bevin, Wilmington, president; Mrs. Anne Andresky, 
vice-president; Mrs. Ruby Blythe, secretary-treasurer. 


St. Louis 

Monthly Nocturnal Adoration is now being spon- 
sored by the St. Louis Archdiocesan Council of Cath- 
olic Men according to Gene Sullivan, president. More 
than 500 men were in attendance at the first services 
in the six centers established throughout the city and 
county. 


De'roit 

Election of officers will be on the schedule on June 
3 when the Detroit A.C.C.M. holds its annual meeting 
at Hotel Ft. Shelby. 

A skit showing how a parish council operates will 
be presented at the executive committee meeting. Guy 
Morel, author of the skit, will direct it. 

Principal speaker at the gathering will be Father 
Lucian A. Hebert, A.C.C.M. spiritual moderator. 


District of Columbia 

N.C.C.M. Executive Secretary Martin H. Work was 
elected to membership on the Community Chests and 
Councils of America’s board of directors. He will 
serve for three years. 

Arlington (Va.) National Cemetery’s Amphithe- 
ater was the scene late in May of the 15th Annual 
Solemn Military Memorial Field Mass sponsored by 
the Washington General Assembly, 4th Degree, 
Knights of Columbus. Celebrant was Most Rev. Jo- 
seph H. Hodges, Auxiliary Bishop of Richmond, Va. 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. (Brig. Gen.) Patrick J. Ryan, assistant 
chief of chaplains of the Armed Forces, delivered the 
sermon. 
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N.C.C.M.’s seven-member executive committee, un- 
der its revised by-laws, scheduled its first meeting on 
June 19-20 in Washington. 

Catholic University Dean of the School of Sacred 
Theology, Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R., has 
written a revealing article for the June-July issue of 
Catholic Men, monthly publication of N.C.C.M., con- 
demning Gen. Mark W. Clark’s offer to pay $50,000 
for Red pilots who fly new MIGs into American air- 
fields in Korea. 

“Apart from questions of military advantage and 
from the fact that such a proposal is entirely contrary 
to our traditional American idea of honorable combat,” 
writes Father Connell, ‘‘the offer is morally wrong.” 


Louisiana 


The New Orleans Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Men dedicated its 1953 annual convention to New 
Orleans’ Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel, S.T.D., in 
honor of his silver jubilee in the episcopacy. 

Talks included, “The N.C.C.M. Versus Commu- 
nism” by A. P. Tureaud, national secretary, Knights 
of St. Peter Claver. The meeting was held May 31. 


San Francisco 


“America Faces World Communism” was the title 
of a talk given at the first annual convention of the 
San Francisco Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Men 
on May 24 by Dr. Anthony T. Bouscaren, San Fran- 
cisco University political science professor. 

Earlier in the month, the S.F.A.C.C.M. elected the 
following Archdiocesan officers; J. J. Doyle, president; 
Karl J. Weber, vice-president; Thomas C. Moroney, 
secretary; C. K. Denman, marshal. 


Wheeling, W. Va. 


- The Wheeling D.C.C.M. convention is scheduled 
for June 14 at Charleston, W. Va. 

The Diocesan Union of Holy Name Societies re- 
cently moved to put a drive on in the diocese against 
indecent literature on public magazine racks and book 
shelves. 


Philadelphia 


The second annual reunion of the Catholic Petro- 
leum Guild of Philadelphia attended Mass and re- 
ceived Holy Communion in three city churches and 
one in nearby Chester, Pa. The guild comprises some 
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3,800 men and women employes of the Philadelphia 
area oil industry. 

Originated two years ago by John Crawford of the 
Atlantic Refining Company, the CPG consists of em- 
ployes of 20 oil companies and has a membership po- 
tential of 6,000. Mr. Crawford is now president. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Men of the Whiting-Robertsdale area participated 
in the National Catholic Family Life Bureau Holy 
Hour plan in a renewal of marriage vows led by the 
Whiting-Robertsdale district moderator, Father F. H. 
Miller. 


The Gary chapter of the Association of Catholic 
Trade Unionists joined with CIO and AFL leaders 
and civic representatives in a Lions Club luncheon 
recently. 

Principal speaker was Father Daniel M. Cantwell, 
chaplain of the Catholic Labor Alliance of Chicago. 

“It is good economics and good business” to rid 
America of slums, Father Cantwell told the luncheon 
members. “Slums produce only high taxes, crime and 
delinquency—and poor workers,” he said. 


James Neugebauer of St. Luke’s Parish, Gary, was 
elected president of the Gary Deanery Council of 
Catholic Men following the monthly Holy Hour in 
Holy Trinity Church, Gary. 


Seattle, Wash. 


Serra International, which is primarily interested in 
vocations to the priesthood, will have its ““homecom- 
ing” convention in Seattle, Wash., June 26-29. The 
Serra, which was started in Seattle eleven years ago, 
follows a pattern of service club luncheon meetings 
for business and professional men. 


A high point of the convention will be the an- 
nouncement of plans for “altar boy’ medals. The 
medals will be awarded to boys who excel in all of 
the requirements of serving at Masses, low, high, and 
solemn high, as well as at Benediction. They must know 
how to prepare the altar for Mass, Benediction, and 
other services. 


In a formal ceremony conducted by His Eminence 
Samuel Cardinal Stritch, a diploma was awarded Serra 
International by the Pontifical Work for Priestly Vo- 
cations. The diploma was accepted for SI by its pres- 
ident, William Ryan. Serra International is the first 
lay organization to be so honored by the Holy Father 
and by virtue of the Diploma of Aggregation to the 
Pontifical Work for Priestly Vocation is now an official 
arm of the Church. 

Theta Kappa Phi, college fraternity for Catholics, 
has distributed copies of the 1951 Bishops’ statement, 
“God's Law: the Measure of Man’s Conduct.”” The 
fraternity has chapters at twenty secular and two 
Catholic colleges. 
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Radio for June and July 


Catholic Hour (NBC, 2:00-2:30 p.m., EDT, Sun- 
days). 

June: Father Leo J. Trese, noted author of Vista 
Maria School, Detroit, will speak on the general sub- 
ject, “Heaven is on Easy Street.” Individual titles are: 
June 7, “Love is Alive”; June 14, “Love has a Voice”; 
June 21, “Love has a Heart”; June 28, “Love is a 
Labor.” 

July: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Paul J. Glenn, rector of St. 
Charles Seminary, Columbus, Ohio, will speak on, 
“The Faith and the Needs of Mankind.” Individual 
titles include: July 5, “The Faith and the World We 
Live In”; July 12, “The Faith and the Constant Cry 
for Peace”; July 19, “The Faith and the Wisdom of 
this Generation”; July 26, ‘“The Faith and the Final 
Victory.” 

Music will be by the Choir of St. Charles’ Seminary 
under the direction of the Rev. F. Thomas Gallen. 

Christian in Action (ABC, 11:30 a.m.-12:00 Noon, 
EDT, Sundays). 

June: Father Michael Montoya, C.M.F., pastor of 
the Claretian Mission, San Gabriel, California, will 
speak on a theme to be announced later. Music will 
feature the Claretian Seminary Choir. 

July: The speaker will be Father John V. Sheridan 
of Los Angeles. Subject will be announced later. 

Faith in Our Time (MBS, 12:45-1:00 p.m., EDT, 
Thursdays). 

June: Father John P. Carroll, director of the CYO 
in the Archdiocese of Boston, will speak on, “Young 
America.” Individual titles include: June 4, “Twisted 
Values”; June 11, “Fools Gamble”; June 18, “The 
Fighting 69th”; June 24, ‘“V Day.” 

July: Chaplain (Major) Francis Sampson (The Para- 
troop Padre), will be the speaker. Subjects to be an- 
nounced later. 

James Costello, N.C.C.M. radio director, addressed 
the Catholic Broadcasters Association convention May 
9 on the problems and mechanics connected with the 
three nationwide programs N.C.C.M. produces—The 
Catholic Hour, The Christian in Action, and Faith 
in our Time. 


Television 


N.C.C.M. has compiled instructions for setting up 
a TV survey in a community. You can have a copy 
upon request. 

What should you do when you see a TV program 
that violates moral standards? Write to the Code Re- 
view Board, P. O. Box 1711, Washington 6, D. C., 
giving the name of the station, its channel, the name 
and date of the program, and reasons why you con- 
sider it objectionable. N.C.C.M. will resume its NBC- 
TV series with presentations on the five Sundays of 
August. 





THE CHRISTIAN AND PEACE 


The Catholic Association for International Peace 
has just announced publication of “The Role of the 
Christian in the World for Peace,” a symposium based 
on its Silver Jubilee Conference Proceedings, to meet 
the demands for a comprehensive body of facts on 
present-day international life together with their ex- 
amination in the light of Catholic principles. 

In the title article Dr. John C. H. Wu shows the 
vital role of the Christian as peacemaker, beginning 
with his own peace of soul and spreading the gospel 
message of Christ to the family, the social-economic 
scene, and the national and international order. 

Included are sections on Relief and Migration, Food 
for the World, International Economic Life, Technical 
Assistance, The Free World vs. Communism, The UN 
As a Peace Agency, Public Opinion and World Order. 
Catholic educators, theologians, journalists, lawyers, 
missionaries, sociologists, economists and experts in 
the varied fields of the world’s work have made the 
contributions towards constructive action in such areas 
as population, land reform, labor cooperation, trade, 
unification of Europe, world government, UN Charter 
revision. Bibliographies are included for further study. 

All Catholics who want to play their important role 
in the world today will find this an indispensable 
handbook for understanding and action. 

(The Role of the Christian in the World for Peace. 
156 pages. $2 postpaid. CAIP, 1312 Massachusetts 
Ave., N. W., Washington 5, D. C.) 


MOTHERS IN INDUSTRY 
(Continued from page 5) 
family, saving wage. Men are still the policy-makers 
in the wage world, and so long as they continue to 
depress women’s wages to the point of putting us in 
the position of being wage-cutters, then so long will 
they suffer themselves from low wages. So long as 
we are not welcomed to the labor force on the basis 
of competence, so long as we are kept out of unions 
and professional organizations, and institutions, then 
just that long will men be burdened with wage-cutters. 
Women, themselves, must be courageous in their in- 
sistence upon equitable pay, as well as appropriate 
protection on the job. Here, again, our Holy Father 
backs us up: In 1945, he said: “Indeed, We have on a 
former occasion pointed out that for the same work 
output a woman is entitled to the same wages as a 
man.” In 1947 he summed it up: “A more equitable 
distribution of wealth has always been and will al- 
ways remain a chief objective of Catholic social doc- 
trine. We can say as much for ‘equality of salary, for 
men and women, provided there be equal work and 
output.’ The Church has long made that demand her 
own. 

If fathers really want to be heads of “homes”’ in the 
finest and most complete sense of the word, they must 
get together, with the women, to make it possible for 
fathers to support their families, indefinitely, alone. 
Working mothers in our labor force are breadwinners. 
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If we are to give the breadwinning back to men, then 
men and women, working together in appropriate 
work-related, social and political organizations, must 
join in cooperation with organized management, and 
a good core of referees somewhere in between, to bring 
wages up to a civilized level, for a// fathers. It can be 
done, and the sooner it gets done, the sooner we 
women will leave the work force and devote our full 
time to the spiritual, physical and social needs of our 


families and the community. 
Note: Italics throughout are the author's. 





N.CW.C. PUBLICATIONS 


B13 _ _— Religion Our Most Vital National Asset. 
The current statement of the Bishops of the United 
States spells out the reasons for a vitally important 
conviction. Printed in a handsome 8-page format for 
quantity distribution in the church vestibule or at 
organization meetings. 5¢ singly; $2.00 per 100; 
$9.50 per 1000 copies, plus postage. 


Collected Encyclicals 
And Bishops’ Statements 


EN 100 Pius XII—Twenty-two Encyclicals, Impor- 
tant Addresses and Apostolic Constitutions 
in pamphlet form. $3.10 

EN200 Pius XI—Sixteen Encyclicals of Pope Pius 
XI. Bound in one volume. Includes Index. $4.25 
(No discount on this item). 

Bl Our Bishops Speak. Bishops’ Statements, Na- 
tional Pastorals, etc., 1919-1951. $6.00 (No dis- 
count on this item). 

B2 National Pastorals of the American Hier- 
archy, 1789-1919. $3.00 


For The Library or 
Pamphlet Rack 


EN40 Christus Dominus—On the Eucharistic Fast. 
New apostolic Constitution of Pope Pius XII to- 
gether with an instruction of the Holy Office on the 
discipline to be observed. Includes also an excellent 
explanation by Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, 
CSS.R. 15¢ 
The Function of Art. Two Papal documents. 
15¢ 
Moral Limits of Medical Research and 
Treatment. Address of the Holy Father with an 
article from L’Osservatore Romano on Psychoanal- 
ysis. 15¢ 
The Apostolate of the Printed Word. By 
E. P. Willging, Librarian, Catholic University of 
America. 25¢ 
The Communist War on Religion. By Gary 
MacEoin. Documents the brutal pattern of attempted 
extermination of all religions in Iron Curtain coun- 
tries. 246 pp. $3.50 
20% discount on orders of $5.00 or more 


N.C.W.C. Publications Office 
1312 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 





Washington 5, D. C. 
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GREET YOU, dear sons and 
daughters, who have come from 
all parts and are gathered together in 
Rome to listen to learned expositions 
and discuss questions of psychotherapy 
and clinical psychology. Your Con- 
gress has ended, and, in order to 
guarantee its results and the success 
of your research and future activities, 
you have come to receive the blessing 
of the Vicar of Christ. Very gladly do 
We respond to your desire and We 
avail Ourselves of this occasion to 
address to you a word of encourage- 
ment and to give you some advice. 

Science affirms that recent observa- 
tions have brought to light the hidden 
layers of the psychic structure of man 
and tries to understand the meaning 
of these discoveries, to interpret them 
and render them capable of use. Peo- 
ple speak of dynamisms, determinisms, 
and mechanisms hidden in the depths 
of the soul, endowed with immanent 
laws whence are derived certain modes 
of acting. Undoubtedly these begin to 
operate within the subconscious or 
the unconscious, but they also pene- 
trate into the realms of the con- 
scious and determine it. People claim 
to have devised methods that have 
been tried and recognized as adequate 
to scrutinize the mystery of the depths 
of the soul, to elucidate them and 
put them back on the right road when 
they are exercising a harmful influence. 

These questions, which lend them- 
selves to the examination of scientific 
psychology, belong to your compe- 
tence. The same may be said for the 
use of new psychic methods. But theo- 
retical and practical psychology, the 
one as much as the other, should bear 
in mind that they cannot lose sight of 
the truths established by reason and by 
faith, nor of the obligatory precepts 
of ethics. 

Last year, in the month of Septem- 
ber (September 13, 1952—Acta Apos- 
tolicae Sedis, vol. 44, 1952 p. 779 ff), 
acceding to the wishes of members of 
the ‘First International Congress of 
Histopathology of the Nervous Sys- 
tem,” We indicated the moral limits 
of medical methods of research and 
treatment. On the basis of that ex- 
planation, We would like today to 
add something by way of complement. 
Briefly, We intend to outline the fun- 
damental attitude which is imposed 
upon the Christian psychologist and 
psychotherapeutist. 

This fundamental attitude can be 
summed up in the following formula: 
Psychotherapy and clinical psychology 
must always consider man (1) as a 
psychic unit and totality, (2) as a 
structured unit in itself, (3) as a so- 
cial unit, and (4) as a transcendent 
unit, that is to say, in man’s tending 


towards God. 
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Holy Gather Discusses 


Text of the Holy Father's address to the delegates to the fifth 
International Congress on Psychotherapy and Clinical Psychol- 


ogy in Rome, April 13, 1953. 


1. Man as a Psychic Unit and Totality 


Medicine has learned to consider 
the human body as a mechanism of 
great precision, whose parts fit into 
each other and are connected to each 
other. The place and the character- 
istics of these parts are dependent on 
the whole. They serve its existence 
and its functions. But this conception 
is more applicable still to the soul, 
whose delicate wheels have been as- 
sembled with much more care. The 
various psychic faculties and functions 
form part of the whole spiritual being 
and subordinate themselves to its final 
end. 

It is useless to develop this point 
further. But you, psychologists and 
psychic healers, must bear this fact in 
mind: the existence of each psychic 
faculty and function is explained by 
the end of the whole man. What con- 
stitutes man is principally the soul, 
the substantial form of his nature. 
From it, ultimately, flows all the vital 
activity of man. In it are rooted all 
the psychic dynamisms with their own 
proper structure and their organic law. 
It is the soul which nature charges 
with the government of all man’s en- 
ergies, in so far as these have not yet 
acquired their final determination. 

Given this ontological and psycho- 
logical fact, it follows that it would 
be a departure from reality to attempt, 
in theory or in practice, to entrust the 
determining role of the whole to one 
particular factor, for example, to one 
of the elementary psychic dynamisms 
and thus install a secondary power 
at the helm. Those psychic dynamisms 
may be in the soul, zn man. They are 
not, however, the soul nor the man. 
They are energies of considerable in- 
tensity perhaps, but nature has en- 
trusted their direction to the center- 
post, to the spiritual soul endowed 
with intellect and will, which is nor- 
mally capable of governing these en- 
ergies. That these energies may exer- 
cise pressure upon one activity does 
not necessarily signify that they com- 
pel it. To deprive the soul of its cen- 
tral place would be to deny an onto- 
logical and psychic reality. 

It is not possible, therefore, when 
studying the relationship of the ego 








to the dynamisms that compose it to 
concede unreservedly in theory the 
autonomy of man—that is, of his soul 
—but to go on immediately to state 
that in the reality of life this theoreti- 
cal principle appears to be very fre- 
quently set aside or minimized to the 
extreme. 

In the reality of life, it is argued, 
man always retains his freedom to give 
his internal consent to what he does, 
but in no way the freedom to do it. 
The autonomy of free will is replaced 
by the heteronomy of instinctive dy- 
namism. That is not the way in which 
God fashioned man. 

Original sin did not take away from 
man the possibility or the obligation 
of directing his own actions himself 
through his soul. It cannot be alleged 
that the psychic troubles and dis- 
orders which disturb the normal func- 
tioning of the psychic being represent 
what usually happens. The moral 
struggle to remain on the right path 
does not prove that it is impossible to 
follow that path, nor does it authorize 
any drawing back. 


Il. Man as a Structured Unit 


Man is an ordered unit and whole, 
a microcosm, a sort of state whose 
charter, determined by the end of the 
whole, subordinates to this end the 
activity of the parts according to the 
true order of their value and function. 
This charter is, in the final analysis, of 
an ontological and metaphysical origin, 
not a psychological es personal one. 
There are those who have thought it 
necessary to accentuate the opposition 
between the metaphysical and the psy- 
chological. A completely wrong ap- 
proach! The psychic itself belongs to 
the domain of the ontological and 
metaphysical. 

We have recalled this truth to you 
in order to base on it a remark about 
man in the concrete, whose. internal 
order is being here examined. Indeed, 
the effort has been made to establish 
the contradiction between traditional 
psychology and ethics relative to mod- 
ern psychotherapy and clinical psy- 
chology. 

Traditional psychology and ethics, 
it is affirmed, have for their object the 
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abstract being of man, homo ut sic 
(man as such), who assuredly exists 
nowhere. The clarity and logical con- 
nection of these disciplines merits ad- 
miration, but they alee from a basic 
fault. They are inapplicable to real 
man as he exists. Clinical psychology, 
on the contrary, deals with real man, 
with homo ut hic. And the conclusion 
is: Between the two conceptions there 
opens an abyss impossible to surmount 
as long as traditional psychology and 
ethics do not change their position. 


The study of the constitution of real 
man, ought, in fact, to take as object 
“existential” man, such as he is, such 
as his natural dispositions, the influ- 
ences of his milieu, education, his 
personal development, his intimate ex- 
periences and external events have 
made him. It is only man in the con- 
crete that exists. And yet, the struc- 
ture of this personal ego obeys in the 
smallest detail the ontological and 
metaphysical laws of human nature of 
which We have spoken above. They 
have formed it aiden should govern 
and judge it. The reason behind this 
is that ‘“‘existential’’ man_ identifies 
himself in his intimate structure with 
“essential” man. 

The essential structure of man does 
not disappear when individual notes 
are added to it. It is not further trans- 
formed in another human nature. But 
the charter, of which We spoke just 
now, rests precisely in its principal 
terms on the essential structure of real 
man, man ia the concrete. 


Consequently, it would be erroneous 
to establish for real life norms which 
would deviate from natural and Chris- 
tian morality, and which, for want of 
a better word, could be called “‘person- 
alist ethics.” The latter would without 
doubt receive a certain “orientation” 
from the former, but this would not 
admit of any strict obligation. The law 
of the structure of man in the concrete 
is not to be invented but applied. 


Ill. Man as a Social Unit 


What We have said up to now con- 
cerns man in his personal life. The 
psychical includes also his relations 
with the exterior world, and a praise- 
worthy task, a field open to your re- 
searches, is found in the study of the 
psychic in its social aspects, in itself 
and in its roots, and to make it service- 
able for the purposes of clinical psy- 
chology and of psychotherapy. But one 
should take good care in this to make 
a scrupulous distinction between the 
facts in themselves and their interpre- 
tation. 

Social psychism touches also mor- 
ality, and the principles of morality 
affect to a large extent those of serious 


psychology and psychotherapy. But 


there are some points where the ap- 
plication of social psychism sins by ex- 
cess or by defect. And it is on this 
that We would briefly pause. 

Error by defect: There is a psycho- 
logical and moral disturbance—that of 
the inhibition of the ego—with which 
your science concerns itself in order 
to discover its causes. When this in- 
hibition encroaches on the moral do- 
main, as for instance, when there is 
question of dynamic tendencies, such 
as the instinct of domination, of su- 
periority and the sexual instinct, psy- 
chotherapy would not be capable, 
without further considerations, of 
treating this inhibition of the ego as 
a kind of fatality, as a tyranny of the 
affective impulse streaming forth from 
the subconscious and escaping com- 
pletely from the control of the con- 
scious and of the soul. One should 
be slow to lower man in the concrete 
together with his personal character to 
the level of the brute. 


Despite the good intentions of the 
therapeutists, sensitive natures bitterly 
resent this degradation to the level of 
instinctive and sensitive life. Further- 
more, the observations We have made 
above on the hierarchy of values 
among the functions and the role of 
their central direction should not be 
disregarded. 

A word also on the method some- 
times employed by the psychologist to 
liberate the ego of its inhibition in the 
case of aberration in the sexual do- 
main. We refer to complete sexual 
initiation, which would not pass over 
anything in silence, leave nothing in 
obscurity. Is there not therein a harm- 
ful overestimation of knowledge in 
these matters ? 


There is also an efficacious sexual 
education which, in entire safety, 
teaches with calmness and objectivity 
what the young man should know for 
his own personal conduct and his re- 
lationship with those with whom he is 
brought into contact. For the rest, the 
accent will be placed principally, in 
sexual education, as moreover, in all 
education, upon self mastery and re- 
ligious training. The Holy See pub- 
lished certain norms in this connec- 
tion shortly after the Encyclical of Pius 
XI on Christian Marriage (Holy Of- 
fice, March 21, 1931—Acta Aposto- 
licae Sedis, vol. 23, 1931, p. 118). 
These norms have not been rescinded, 
neither expressly nor ‘‘via facti” (by 
way of fact). 

What has just been said of inconsid- 
erate initiation for therapeutic purposes 
is valid also for certain forms of psy- 
choanalysis. One should not come to 
regard them as the only means of re- 
lieving or of curing psychical sexual 
troubles. The trite principle that sex- 
ual trouble of the unconscious, as all 


other inhibitions of identical origin, 
can be suppressed only by their being 
brought to the level of consciousness, 
is not valid if it is generalized with- 
out distinction. The indirect treat- 
ment also has its efficacy and often it 
suffices to a large extent. As to the 
use of the psychoanalytic method in 
the sexual domain, Our allocution of 
September 13, already cited, has al- 
ready pointed out the moral limits. 
In truth, one cannot consider as licit, 
without further consideration, the evo- 
cation to the level of consciousness of 
all the representations, emotions and 
sexual experiences, which lie dormant 
in the memory and the unconscious, 
and which are thus actualized in the 
psychic. If the protests arising from a 
sense of human and Christian dignity 
are heeded, who would risk making 
the claim that this manner of treat- 
ment does not imply both immediate 
and future moral danger, when, even 
if the therapeutic necessity of unlim- 
ited exploration be affirmed, this neces- 
sity is not, after all, established? 

Error by excess: It consists in em- 
phasizing the exigency of a total sur- 
render of the ego and of its personal 
affirmation. With regard to this, We 
wish to consider two points: a gen- 
eral principle and a point of thera- 
peutic practice. 

From certain psychological explana- 
tions, the thesis is formulated that the 
unconditioned extroversion of the ego 
constitutes the fundamental law of 
congenital altruism and of its dynamic 
tendencies. This is a logical, psycho- 
logical and ethical error. There exists 
in fact a defense, an esteem, a love and 
a service of one’s personal self, which 
is not only justified but demanded by 
psychology and morality. It is a nat- 
ural evidence and a lesson of the 
Christian faith (Cf. St. Thomas, S.Th., 
2a, 2ae p., q. 26, article 4, inc). Our 
Lord taught: ‘Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself’” (Mark, 12, 31). 
Christ, then, proposes as the rule of 
love of neighbor charity towards one- 
self, not the contrary. Applied psy- 
chology would undervalue this reality 
if it were to describe all consideration 
of the ego as psychic inhibition, error, 
return to a state of former develop- 
ment, under the pretext that it is con- 
trary to the natural altruism of the 
psychic being. 

The point about psychotherapeutic 
practice that We mentioned concerns 
an essential interest of society: the 
safeguarding of secrets which the use 
of psychoanalysis endangers. It is not 
at all excluded that a fact or knowledge 
which is secret and repressed in the 
subconscious provokes serious psychic 
conflicts. If psychoanalysis discloses the 
cause of this trouble, it will want, ac- 
cording to its principle, to draw out 
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entirely this unconscious element and 
make it conscious in order to remove 


the obstacle. But there are secrets 
which must on no account be divulged, 
even to a doctor, even in spite of grave 
personal inconveniences. The secret 
of Confession may never be revealed. 
It is equally forbidden for the pro- 
fessional secret to be communicated to 
another, including a doctor. The same 
is true of other secrets. One may in- 
voke the principle: “for a proportion- 
ately grave reason it is permitted to 
reveal a secret to a prudent man and 
one capable of keeping a secret.’’ This 
principle is correct within narrow 
limits for certain kinds of secrets. It 
is not right to make use of it indiscrim- 
inately in psychoanalytic practice. 

As regards morality, for the com- 
mon good in the first place, the prin- 
ciple of discretion in the use of 
psychoanalysis cannot be sufficiently 
emphasized. Obviously it is not pri- 
marily a question of the discretion ot! 
the psychoanalyst, but of that of the 
patient, who frequently has no right 
whatever to give away his secrets. 


IV. Man as a Transcendent Unit, 
Tending Towards God 


This latter aspect of man brings up 
three questions which We would not 
wish to overlook. 

First of all, scientific research is 
drawing attention to a dynamism 
which, rooted in the depths of the 
psychic being, would push man to- 
wards the infinite which is beyond 
him, not by making him know it, 
but through an ascending gravitation 
issuing directly from the ontological 
substratum. This dynamism is regarded 
as an independent force, the most 
fundamental and the most elemen- 
tary of the soul, an affective impulse 
carrying man immediately to the Di- 
vine, just as a flower opens up to light 
and sunshine without knowing it, or 
as a child breathes unconsciously as 
soon as it is born. 

This assertion immediately calls 
forth an observation. If it is stated 
that this dynamism is at the origin of 
all religions, that it manifests the ele- 
ment common to all, We know on 
the contrary that religions, the natural 
and supernatural knowledge of God 
and worship of Him, do not proceed 
from the unconscious or the subcon- 
scious, nor from an impulse of the af- 
fections, but from the clear and cer- 
tain knowledge of God by means of 
His natural and positive revelation. 
This is the doctrine and the belief of 
the Church, beginning with the word 
of God in the Book of Wisdom and 
the Epistle to the Romans, down to 
the Encyclical “Pascendi Dominici 


Gregis” {on modernism} of Our Pre- 
decessor, Blessed Pius X. 
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Having laid down this principle, 
there still remains the question of this 
mysterious dynamism. On this subject 
one might make the following re- 
marks. We should certainly not find 
fault with depth psychology if it deals 
with the psychic aspect of religious 
phenomena and endeavors to analyze 
and reduce it to a scientific system, 
even if this research is new and if its 
terminology is not found in the past. 
We mention this point, because mis- 
understandings can easily arise when 
psychology attributes new meanings to 
already accepted expressions. Pru- 
dence and reserve are needed on both 
sides in order to avoid false interpre- 
tations and to make it possible to reach 
a reciprocal understanding. 

It pertains to the technique of your 
science to clarify the questions of the 
existence, the structure, and the mode 
of action of this dynamism. If its out- 
come proves to be positive, it should 
not be declared irreconcilable with 
reason or faith. This would only show 
that, even in its deepest roots, ‘esse 
ab alio” [to be from another}, also 
implies an ‘‘esse ad alium” [to be for 
another}, and that St. Augustine's 
words: “Thou hast made us for thy- 
self, O Lord, and our heart shall not 
rest until it rests in thee’’ (Confes- 
sions, Book 1, chapter 1, N.1), find 
a new confirmation in the very depths 
of man’s psychic being. Even if there 
were question of a dynamism involv- 
ing all men, peoples, epochs, and cul- 
tures, what a help and what an invalu- 
able help this would be for the search 
after God and the affirmation of His 
existence! 

To the transcendent relations of the 
psychic being there belongs also the 
sense of guilt, the consciousness of 
having violated a higher law, by 
which, nevertheless, one recognizes 
himself as being bound, a conscious- 
ness which can find expression in suf- 
fering and in psychic disorder. 

Psychotherapy here approaches a 
phenomenon which is not within its 
own exclusive field of competence, for 
this phenomenon is also, if not prin- 
cipally, of a religious nature. No one 
will deny that there can exist—and 
not infrequently—an irrational and 
even morbid sense of guilt. But a 
person may also be aware of a real 
fault which has not been wiped away. 

Neither psychology nor ethics pos- 
sesses an infallible criterion for cases of 
this kind, since the workings of con- 
science which beget this sense of guilt 
have too personal and subtle a struc- 
ture. But in any case, it is certain that 
no purely psychological treatment will 
cure a genuine sense of guilt. Even if 
psychotherapists, perhaps even in good 

faith, question its existence, it still 
perdures. Even if the sense of guilt be 






eliminated by medical intervention, 
autosuggestion or outside persuasion, 
the fault remains, and psychotherapy 
would both deceive itself and deceive 
others if, in order to do away with the 
sense of guilt, it pretended that the 
fault no longer exists. 

The means of eliminating the fault 
does not belong to the purely psycho- 
logical order. As every Christian 
knows, it consists in contrition and 
sacramental absolution by the priest. 
Here, it is the root of the evil, it is 
the fault itself, which is extirpated, 
even though remorse may continue to 
make itself felt. Nowadays, in certain 
pathological cases, it is not rare for 
the priest to send his penitent to a 
doctor. In the present case, the doctor 
should rather direct his patient to- 
wards God and to those who have the 
power to remit the fault itself in the 
name of God. 


A final remark on the transcendent 
orientation of the psychic being to- 
wards God. Respect for God and His 
holiness must always be reflected in 
man's conscious acts. When, even 
without subjective fault on the part of 
the person involved, these acts are in 
contrast to the divine model, they still 
run counter to the ultimate finality of 
his being. That is why what is called 
“material sin’ is something which 
should not exist, and which constitutes 
in the moral order a reality which is 
not indifferent. 

From this a conclusion follows for 
psychotherapy. In the presence of ma- 
terial sin it cannot remain neutral. It 
can, for the moment, tolerate what re- 
mains inevitable. But it must know 
that God cannot justify such an action. 
With still less reason can psychothera- 
py counsel a patient te commit ma- 
terial sin on the ground that it will be 
without subjective guilt. Such a coun- 
sel would also be erroneous if this ac- 
tion were regarded as necessary for 
the psychic easing of the patient and 
thus as being part of the treatment. 
One may never counsel a conscious ac- 
tion which would be a deformation, 
and not an image of the divine per- 
fection. 

That is what We feel obliged to say 
to you. In addition, be assured that 
the Church follows your research and 
your medical practice with Her warm 
interest and Her best wishes. You la- 
bor on a terrain that is very difficult. 
But your activity is capable of achiev- 
ing precious results for medicine, for 
the knowledge of the soul in general, 
for the religious dispositions of man 
and for their development. 

May Providence and divine grace 
enlighten your path! In pledge there- 
of We impart to you with paternal 
benevolence Our Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 
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Bishop McCormick, Rector of 
Catholic University, Dies 


Death came to Most Reverend Pat- 
rick J. McCormick, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Washington and 72-year-old rector 
of the Catholic University of America 
on May 18. 


His Excellency had been a leading 
educator, writer and speaker and had 
been associated with the University for 
43 years. Bishop McCormick began as 
instructor in ain from 1910 to 
1914, Successively he became associate 
professor of education and full profes- 
sor and was made head of the Depart- 
ment of Education. He also served as 
dean of the Catholic Sisters College 
which is an integral part of Catholic 
University. In 1936 he was appointed 
vice-rector of the University and served 
twice as acting rector. He became rector 
of the University in 1943 and was con- 
secrated as Titular Bishop of Atenia and 
Auxiliary to Archbishop Patrick A. 
O'Boyle of Washington in 1950. 


Bishop McCormick has given long 
and varied service in the educational 
field to both church and civic activities 
and has been honored by fellow educa- 
tors, people of all nationalities and gov- 
ernment officials. 


May his soul rest in peace. 


Monsignor McCarthy leaves N.C.W.C. 
For Military Ordinariate 


Monsignor Thomas J. McCarthy, 
who for four years has been director of 
the N.C.W.C.’s Bureau of Information, 
has been named vice-chancellor of the 
Military Ordinariate and will assume 
his new duties on July 1. 


Our best wishes go with Monsignor 
McCarthy. 





Calendar of Scheduled Catholic Meetings and Events 


(Continued from page 2) 
18-20-—-NATIONAL LAYWOMEN’S RETREAT MOVEMENT—%th National Congress, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


21-24—NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LiFE CONFERENCE—annual meeting, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


22-24—NATIONAL CATHOLIC CEMETERY CONFERENCE—annual meeting, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


27-28—-CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL RELATIONS— 
regional conference, Portland, Ore. Originally set for early October. 
October, 1953 


1-6—NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES—annual convention, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


10-12—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocTRINE—regional congress for 
Province of Boston at Springfield, Mass. 


18-25—-NATIONAL CATHOLIC YOUTH WEEK—3rd annual 


22-24—-CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocrRiINE—regional congress for 
Province of New York at Rochester, N. Y. 


November, 1953 


3-S—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocTRINE—fegional congress for 
Province of San Antonio at Amarillo, Texas. 


5-8—-NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DIOCESAN CATHOLIC YOUTH COUNCILS— 
second national convention, Boston, Mass. 


8-9—NATIONAL CATHOLIC CAMPING ASSOCIATION—second national con- 
vention, Boston, Mass. 


9-13—-NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CATHOLIC YOUTH WorkK—fourth na- 
tional meeting, Boston, Mass. 
December, 1953 


28-30—AMERICAN CATHOLIC HIsTORICAL ASSOCIATION—34th annual meeting, 
Chicago, Ill. 





CATHOLIC ACTION — Montuty Pusuication or tHE NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


“We have grouped together, under the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference, the various agencies by which 
the cause of religion is furthered. Each of these, con- 
tinuing its own special work in its chosen field, will 
now derive additional support through general co- 


operation.” 


—from the 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 


Emmet M. Walsh, Bishop of Youngstown, episcopal chairman 
of the Legal Department; Most Rev. Thomas K. Gorman, 
Coadjutor Bishop of Dallas, episcopal chairman of the Press 
Department; Most Rev. Matthew F. Brady, Bishop of Man- 
chester, episcopal chairman of the Department of Education; 
Most Rev. Michael J. Ready, Bishop of Columbus, episcopal 
chairman of the Department of Immigration. 


Archbishops and Bishops of the U. S. 


OFFICERS OF THE 
N.C.W.C. ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 


Most Rev. Karl J. Alter, Archbishop of Cincinnati, chair- 
man of the Administrative Board and episcopal chairman of the 
Executive Department; Most Rev. Patrick A. O’Boyle, Arch- 
bishop of Washington, vice chairman of the Administrative 
Board and episcopal chairman of the Department of Social 
Action; Most Rev. John F. O'Hara, C.S.C., Archbishop of 
Philadelphia, treasurer of the Administrative Board; Most Rev. 
John F. Noll, Bishop of Fort Wayne, secretary of the Adminis- 
trative Board; Most Rev. John J. Mitty, Archbishop of San 
Francisco, episcopal chairman of the Youth Department; Most 
Rev. Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, episcopal 
chairman of the Department of Lay Organizations; Most Rev. 


RiGHT Rev. Mscr. Howarp J. Carrout, S.T.D. 
General Secretary 


Very Rev. Mscr. PAut F. TANNER 
Assistant General Secretary 


Very Rev. Mscr. PAuL F. TANNER 
Editor 
EprtH H. JARBOB 
Assistant Editor 


Opinions expressed in articles published in this magazine are 
to be regarded as those of the respective contributors. They do 
mot necessarily carry with them the for approval of the 
Administrative Board, National Catholic Welfare Conference. 
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